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une Whitening the ſear of pÞ over, 
de a cem, Thoſe ee dns 


ciple, ſentiment, or honour, to direct them, will be 


regardleſs of the right 


and privileges e 1 


te the 


eriſties of eivilized ſoc 


ted that they 


good, muſt eventually fall a ſacrifice, The experi- 


ment under which a neighbouring nation is now 
5 e 5 bevereſt penance, has” been repeat 0 


ly: 


d; but eve 
tal to the parties Wh have beer 


fools eb to make it. For man, unreſtraĩned by 
Religion, and govert 
nature has ſet up within goings 1 80 deen | 
miſchicyous eee at al times. e 
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ed by that law © 


quent upon a diſſolution of government, it will be 
reſent purpoſe to point out the cauſes 


r unattended with | 


licence which fo 


ne be ſecure . e = V e met 


ral 


Liberty, Equality,” ' Independ: nb the Rights of 
Men, are terms big with important meaning. But 
as ech of them is capable of a bad as well as a 
conſtruction, it is neceſſary, before: we ſuffer 


palin to be carried away with the ſound, that 


we enquire into the ſenſe, meant to be annexed to it. 
In tliis caſe we muſt define and nen if we 


Win 1 to th e . | 5 55 | 
we ſhall find no difference of opinion among uss 


becauſe no man wiſhes to be a ſlave. But the 
gqueſtion is, what are we to underſtand by: that be- 
nuuo.tching term? Liberty in theory proves oſttimes 
: 9 9 ag deftrucyye "mk; Practical freedom, and t 


they can never have 8 


bee ; and live in the general habit of taking 


more than is good either for themſelves or other 


+ people. This, therefore, cannot be the ſort of 


liberty to be coveted ; becauſe experience teaches, 


that if man is to be his o/ carver, there can be no 
living with him in ſociety. And what ought to 
make all wiſe men very deliberate in their judgment 


on this head, is the ananas that more miſ- | 


5 chief has been d 
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language. It'is ther ſpecidud Pptetbacg innen over 
of which all reſtleſs ſpirits have carried on their at- 

racks upon order and government, from the days of 
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, — read 
in the Bible, through all ſucceſſive ages down to 
| the prefent eventful} period. But the liberty which 
All viſe men deſire, is that ilch beſt ſecures theni 
from the evils of licentiouſneſs; that liberty, Which 
the laws of ſociety allow as alone compatible with 
the general liberty of its members. This is the 
only true Hberty, becauſe this alone conduces'ts the 
true happineſs''of mankind. All beyond this is 
Hheentieuſneſt, anarchy, and confuſlon. It is fuck 
à liberty which Gop heretofore prochimed to che 
| rebellious Jews, and which Re ne ſeems: in judg- 
ment to have proclained to à neighbouritis nations 
* en, I proclaim a liberty for you, faith the ) 
Lord, co the ſword, to che peſtilence, and to the 
« Ae er. uv. 17. A liberty which, after 
having run tiot in: all che wild exceſſes of a lieenti- 
ous people, has at length Eompleated its fatal tri- 
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umph over all che bleſſings of ty: by ae an 
. 1548 pet arti diſtin Action and e He 


| i 5 Nen ee n | 

ae laschen ee loſbuvibigwousit 1 5 
meuniag thin dangerous irt application/' -In fact, Y 
5 it ĩs n eee 10 eee is eonſe- B 


_ quence | 


the peace of mankind had it never been intr 
Among us. Talken im its general and extenſive ap- 


rights muſt in reaſon pre- ſu ppoſe ane 


tw} 


queneeigfi its true ſenſe, not tying « open to common 5 


82 


Uncler tan that it had been better perhaps for 


plication, in which indiſcriminating minds will be 

we to take it, and in which the falſe prophets of the 
L to repreſent it, there is no fuck 

25 eden in nature or in ſociety. Equality o | 


pretenſions. But men are not equal: to men in 


| their natural endowments either of mind or body; 
and by their reſpective application: o theſe endow- 
ments the equality between cl 


em is fill kept at 2 
wider diſtance. The wiſe and che fookſh, the in- 
duſtrious and the idle; che ſtrong and the weak, will 


never in theſe reſpects be equal to each otlier; and 
it was never deſigned by Gop that they: ſhoukt be. ? 
It would not therefore be tore unreaſonable for the 


man wo Was too indolent to earn his own! bread; 


to claim a right to half the loaf of bis induſtr ious 
N neighbour ; than it would be inconſiſtent with pro- 


priety and order chat the wiſe man and the ſool 


| Ghoul: de placed ſide by ſide on the ſame ſeat of 
| honour, 
| egally: ſubſicting between man and man, in confes | 
_quence'of theit dicßerent talents and abilities, the 
afar Ms. # ftare —_ not be pro- 


. , 1 


In fact, were it not for the'inequality-ac- 
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« 3 
. ociety 3 walt that firm ce- 
ment of mutual aſſiſtance and dependence which 
Go wiſely, provided for its preſervation. Now 
though men, acting under the influence of a miſ- 
taken principle, may, by reſuming the ungoverned 
uſe of their natural powers, turn a regular govern- a | 
ment into a chaos of confuſion; they will not find 
that, in conſequence of having levelled all orders : 
and diſtinctions, they have. attained that e of 
gee > oe cy: eee have n e 
ior Anden of mind nab nals vill ill © con- 
tinue to give a diſtinguiſhed: pre- ininence to their 
reſpective poſſeſſors. And the people who, in pur- 


naginary good, have engaged themſelves in 
the drudgery, will find at laſt that they have been : 
only neceſſary tools in the hands of ſome deſigning 
leader; and though every thing has been given up . 
to plunder, that they nee dane not in the 
end been enriched 255 the argon Ep 


7. — Hadi; ” is . $4 * * *. Cys» 
: ; ö LY : 1 CER x 
it F +” x W | 4 4 


When SG Said ine into h it natu- 
rally muſt do, all men will find their proper level. 
The paroxyſm of madneſs being over, the firſt ex- 

ertion of ſober ſenſe will be employed in wiſely. 
building up what has been fooliſnhj pulled doun. 
Things will then return into th ok uſual: * . 


1 1 f 17 + 


m ib bees cb eh bag ee ithe: iſe , 
trious will accumulate property; and the idle and 


the ignorant will find themſelves. in the fame con- 


pe ade ee at Se e tt 
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an W wy uber of no 8 dis that” 


| eqialiey of government, by which its different mem-: 


equality, 


maintained upon no other principle but fuch as is 


bers, by a ſubmiſſion to equal laws, are prei 


the dream aber of fools or madmen; and can be 


common to eee and robbers... 


# 


4 en Fl «ſubject 4 Ae litle need be add "WO 
| becauſe there is no ſuch thing in the world; the ſtate 
of nature being a ſtare of ſubordination. | Mani mn: 


the beginning of the world did not exiſt in that ſtate 
of independence in which, for the ſake of ſupporting 


a favourite. hypotheſis,. ſome. writers have placed 


him; but vas born under government, and continued 


6 
5 SU 


ü ed in 

a ſtate of mutual fellowſhip, by being prevented from 
taking any improper advantage of each other; Such 
is the equality which we of all nations moſt fully en- 
joy; that legal equality to which the poor and the 
rich look up alike for ſecurity and protection; and 

upon the poſſeſſion of which the comfort and ad- 

5 vantage of ſociety depend. Every other ſort of 
nat relates to the things of this world, is 


EO it- ul, in . apoſtacy 
and the corruption and ignorance that ſuccesded ta 
it, he was ſuffered in judgmen ta degenerate into that | 
ſtate of wretched barbariſm in which he: is ſtill too 
be found in ſome countries. But this not being the | 
ſtate in Which Gon placed his choſen creature, but ö 
a manifeſt deviation from it, no concluſion reſpect-. 
ing the origin of ſociety can be drawn. from it. Ce 
Man, moreover, as an individual, is created with _ | 
ſuch a variety of wants about him, that of all other 
creatures he is the leaſt qualified to live indepen - 
ence. Every idea, therefore, of independence is in- 
compatible with a ſtate, the perſection of which 
_ confiſts in a mutual exchange of ſervices reſulting 
from the different capacities of its members. The 
poor man indeed who is deſtined to earn his brad „ 
by the labour of his hands, and to whom this abſurd . 
doctrine of independance is generally addreſſed, 
may rebel againſt the ſettled order of providence i in 
the eſtabliſnment of ſociety, but he cannot alter it, 
Poor there always muſt be in the world as well as 
rich; for things have been ſo orderec that one part 
o the community cannot live without the other. 
Should the poor man, therefore, be induced to diſ- 
turd the preſent order of ſociety, upon the idea that 
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What the Rights of Man are, in the 


1 


. aſtomed; form, he will find himſelf the 
fame. poor man he is at, preſents and will learn at 
kaerd rden if he 4 been wiſe, he might | hav 


world muſt. . renne ork his ah induſtry 3 
and the only bappineſs to be hoped for in the next, 
myſt depend upon his diſcharging his duty in that 
K of life. in which. Gon for rin ee has, 
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which, adcording-to.the {editions writers of ha pre- 
he Gay, he has lived ſo many thouſand years, no 
man who con ults his Bible and his conſcience can 
long be at a loſs to determine. And it is not 
Worth. while to enter into a refutation of choſe ima 
einary rights, which G0 for wiſe reaſons never 
thought fit to commit to man, and which fact and 


"IP ſpy man to e de to receive. 
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"The writer 3 hot Wen ſom 
s ſubject in a dreis moſt likely to impoſe, ſeems 
either BI er e ere with, or wiltully. %% 


tb mad experiment, when government re- 
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he affets to point out. According to his account 


man by nature is that loving; virtuo 


being, that, Thould all government be diffolved/in- | 
tereſt, inclination, and a love for his fellow-creatures, 


would-impel him to promote that order and ar- 


mony of ſociety, which, with all the aſſiſtance of re- 
ligion and law, we now findl it ſo difficult to main- 


tain. cc Man, (we are told by him) were he not 5 
ec. corrupted by governments, is naturally the friend 


A 5 
, 8. 3 


C-of man, and human nature is not of itſelf x vici 


If this were the caſe, how came it to paſs that the 


firſt man born into the world, before he could be 


corrupted by any government, gave. ſuch a dreadful 5 


ſpecimen of his natural diſpoſition by murdering 
his brother? But what is matter of fact and expe- 


rience, is no longer a ſubject for argument. We ſall 


know from conviction what the natural man is; 
and from the ſpecimen of him which we occaſion- 
ally have exhibited even whilſt living under the re- 


ſtraint of government, we can eaſily judge: wut fore. ” | 


of a creature he n be en it. 
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1 1 you FAY wiſh to bring this matter to the teſt 
let the experiment be made only in your on pariſh. 


Imagine to yourſelves what ſort of ſociety | you would | 


have, if all legal reſtraint was removed, and eve! y 
: n was left to his oun direction and dt 8 
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beuring kingdom at full king; a pickure whieh | 
kme tte der Cönrene upon thoſe erb, 
Rinbys' of Nun, alick from wick the” humane, the | 
peaccable; and tlie induſtiiviis, muſt tut away | 

i Vin Uo's une FFF u : | 


But as fam now, Ttrüſt, adteing cite, * 
Wall confine mylkif'to the authority of that bock ũ 
whith you: all revere. The man wo 4 ppears to 

we {Hut up his Bible, fore he ſat dow to write, 
mut per ſiade you to tut up your Bibl $ alfs, be- 

fore” you will be diſpoſed to give met credit to 

— ſays. Sv long as human flown is rindi . 

be „men walking after heir on luſts,“ 

age f be « deſpiſers of government,” And thofe 

& who are Hot affaid to Vat evil of dignittes: 


Some of whom, in conſequence « of their poſſeſſing 
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abilities which ought t ta haye || 
ployed,, have it in their power to dreſs up their 
ſubject in a manner calculated to impoſe upon. the 
4 ignorant and unwary. Your Bible is your chief ſe- - 
- |. evrithagainſt, them, That ſacred. book, will not 
A Point out 19. you, the.. fallacy, of the funda- 5 
= mental doctrine upon which. * build, but will L 
EN 8 Mo | Ce, | alſo e 4 
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wild = hy nature, when che whole world, aceord- 
ing to, the diſgraceful. pickure given of it by the 


ae ow Auded to, was: one general, ſcene. of: 
rapine, 55 0 e by that it was ther ordinance 
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In the dk * m Geneſis you have the 
names of, all the families by. which. the. nations-of 
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0 this diviſſon, Gop, we are told, ſet a ryler oper 
te every, . : And: ſo long as the ſacred page 


5 * 
8. 14 2 


5 lies open before re yo u, directing you * cc to honour: all 


2k Sad <4, 


ce men, to ear 15 08 and henour the King,“ you 
will beware of f following the, example of an irxeli ir, : 
ſych it may be called, 1s to. honour. no ap. te to 

blaſpheme God, : and to > murder the King. 
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0 'forbid,. my brechen, 1 a few wy words of 5 


perverted meaning ſhould ſo impoſe | upon your un- 
| derſtandings : as to induce you to exchange ſubſtances 
for ſhadows. e , ee 
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| dia we not + Sies ſcbes e nations We 
live in a country where we paſſeſs every eſſen· 
tial advantage, which a man, according to the po- 

pular theory of the: day, may be ſoppaſed to have 

| bargained for; when he. exchanged Gann for. civil 
nights. Our perſons and property | 

4 havejas: much: liberty. as is either good 


or conſiſtent with that of our 1 55 med- 


to riches and honour is open to: every one who bas 
induſtry and abilities to travel in it: and the law, - 
that proper equalizef of mankind, knows no diſtine- 


tions. With theſe bleſſings in poſſeſſion, we have 
little reaſon to flatter ourſelves that any change of cir- 


eumſtances will leave us in a better condition wen ie 


LN us, and ned e reduce us to a worſe, 


5 * 
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Tie ſtate oY 4 eee ee previous to 
its revolution borè no affinity to that of this nation 


in any reſpect; tonſequently;: . Y 


5 S e that — *pply.t to hats 1 
The 1 A 1s eee de-de. WY 
has no hope of relief from the regular mode of 


practice, and at the ſame time has no en 
to loſe, has ofttimes recourſe to violent remedies 


80 Which may either Mill or cure. But if a perſon of 


A | found habir ſhould, for _ ae eee, _— 
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- the | ſake: ventrous (mode of pai he muſt be 
either a foob or a a madman. - 
We of ab country are both 2 «religion at a 
| governinent to loſe, which (abuſes notwit thitanding) : 
no part of the world poſſeſſes in equal purity and 
perſection. We Gods moreover our national proſ- 
perity to loſe. And the only probable way by 
: which 4 neighbouring nation can now hope to ſuc- 1 { 
eted againſt us, muſt be by perſuading us to bee. 
come as mad as themſelves. But though the judg- 
ments of Gop-in the world may be neceſſary to 
awaken us to a conſideration of our ſpiritual condi- 
dition; we are not, we truſt, ſo far given up to de- 
ſtruction, as to be deprived of a ſound underſtand- 
ing. We are not, it muſt be acknowledged, that 
' righteous people we ought to be, in juſtice to the 
advantages of the Goſpel diſpenſation ;  neverthe- 
leſs, conſidered in our national character, we are 
itil, I truſt, a religious one. We have not as yet 
preſumed ſo far as to withdraw ourſelves from Gop's 
government; not have we (thank Gop) drupk ſo | 
deep of the i intoxicating cup of vain philoſophy, as 1 
to glory i in Tag name CAE. i Le HEE 4 1 


© Moaieur Dos PoXT, Think i it was, x64 in Jo ſpeech in the Na. 5 
tlonal Convention of France openly Alle bimſelf to de an e 1 
and received the plaudit of his infidel oolleag I 
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- But this ſubject, it is to be conſidered, is of a 
nature that admits of no partial application. It 
addreſſes itſelf to all. Poor as well as rich are cons 
cerned in the application of it. And perhaps it 
will be found. by you, who from your ſituation in 
- life now think yourſelves. ſecure, becauſe, you have 
| little to loſe, that no claſs in the community is more 
eee in it than that to which Fu POPs: 


Should A 65 . in 1 of 


national diſturbance, fall into a ſtate of ſtagnation; 
— manufactures muſt of courſe be affected in pro- 
portion. In ſuch caſe, you, who in the preſent 
> flouriſhing. ſtate of trade, have'a wide field for in · 


iſtry- open before you; will no longer be able to 
keep poverty and wretchedneſs from your dwel- 


lings. As the manufacturing poor, you will feel 


the firſt effects of national folly; you therefore, of 


all others, are concerned to * ſeek peace and to 


cc purſue it; or very exiſtence depending in 


: a manner 8 _ fic of the nation t to en 
= 90 c : 


- With reſpe to to far ers; if their own judgment 
air obſervation are not ſufficient: to point out to 


| them the intereſt” they have at ſtake in the ſettled 
government of their country; I cannot do better 
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chan becbchmend 1 to their N a \ Crmall en 


entitled & View of the preſent miſerable State of France; 
zin which they will ſee that the preſent diſpute in 


| that unfortunate country is a diſpute of property; 


and that the term equality, as it has been there re- 


duced to practice, is neither more nor leſs than * a 


trial at arms, whether thoſe who have nothing, 
. ſhall not ſeize and poſſeſs the property of thoſe who 
have ſomething; a horrid ſtruggle ! which can T 


never end but 1 in the e ruin of all,” 5 


In a word, and to conclude. Berry 1 


before he engages in an undertaking of conſe- 


quence, ſits down and counts the coſt, Having 
therefore carefully caſt up the profit and the loſs; 
having placed in one ſcale the numberleſs bleſſings 


you have in actual poſſeſſion ; and in the other the 


Poſſible advantages held out to you by the ventu- 

rous projectors of modern policy in reverſion, toge= . 

ther with that immenſe weight of certain and com- 
plicated evil which muſt neceſſarily attend your 

| Progreſs towards what at beſt can be viewed only in 
the light of imaginary improvement; the reſult of 

your deliberation will be, what the circumſtances 

ol the preſent times call upon me, as your friend ; 


4 and miniſter, to preſs moſt earneſtly upon you, in 
55 the words of the Wike Man x as comprehending 
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happineſs both in this world and the next;—— 
« My ſon, fear thou the Lord and the King, 
« and meddle not with them that are given to 
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